
Whakapapa:  
Geneology, lineage, 
descent, kinship  
and status.

Artist’s note on symbolism 
Whakapapa is represented by a younger and older generation 
linking hands to show the passing on of bloodlines and 
knowledge.

The harakeke symbolises the whānau structure. The rito, which  
is the innermost part of the harakeke, represents the child, and  
is supported by the awhi rito, which represents the adult.

In this illustration the rito of the harakeke becomes the central 
pou, and the patterning shows the links of generations as 
recorded on the rafters of a wharenui.
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